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“Excellence through compassion” 
 

 

 

Our mission and core values 

 

The Skills Hub aims to be a safe, compassionate and inclusive learning community that recognises the 

uniqueness of its learners and celebrates their success. We are dedicated to helping our young people 

develop the knowledge and skills that reflects the best of their abilities, that will enable them to sustain 

healthy relationships, become gainfully employed and lead enriched lives. 

Within a community that recognises and celebrates the achievements of students and staff, we are 

committed to: 

• working with our students to build confidence in their abilities to succeed 

• teaching our students to keep themselves healthy and safe 

• helping our students, learn to understand and regulate themselves 

• delivering a quality educational provision that meets the needs of our learners 

• providing help for parents and carers to support and nurture their children 

• empower our students to courageously take their next steps 

• work collaboratively with schools across our borough where students are experiencing 

behavioural, emotional or social difficulties. 

 

Core principles  

 

Excellence – of outstanding quality or extremely good 

 

Resilience – the ability to recover from or adjust to difficulties or changes 

 

Compassion – the feeling that arises when you are confronted with another’s challenges and feel motivated 

to provide support 

 

Growth – the ability to thrive on challenge and failure as a springboard to growth and development of 

abilities 

 

Inclusion – the practice of providing equal access to opportunities and resources regardless of background or 

disability 

 

Recognition – the appreciation and validation of an achievement, service or ability 
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Intention, Implementation, and Impact 
Intention 
 

Our broad and balanced curriculum has been designed to meet the complex needs of our students. Our courses and 

pathways have been chosen to best prepare our students for life beyond school as well as being able to reintegrate them 

back into mainstream school. Through our curriculum students will receive a high-quality education and give them the tools 

for mastery they will need in the future. 

 

Our curriculum aims to:  

• Provide a broad and balanced education for all students that’s coherently planned and sequenced. 

• Provide a curriculum that is individualised and tailored to meet individual needs. 

• Support students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  

• Support students’ physical development and responsibility for their own health, and enable them to be active.  

•  Ensuring on entry students undergo a holistic review which includes: an assessment on academic ability, SEN, 

therapeutic and pastoral needs 

•  Provide a curriculum that enables students to achieve national GCSE qualifications or equivalent at KS4 

•  Ensuring that at KS4 a careers and post 16 advisor supports students to map out a career pathway so they 

understand where they are progressing to post statutory education 

The curriculum at The Skills Hub:  

• Students who are confident, prepared to take calculated risks, can cope with change and view failure as part of the 

learning process, they will learn to become more resilient  

• Students who have high expectations of self and an ambitious vision for their future 

• Students who have a passionate work ethic that results in them achieving, and exceeding, their academic potential  

• Students who are respectful, tolerant and empathetic towards the values and beliefs of others  

• Students who are self-aware and know their own strengths through reviewing and evaluating their progress  

• Students who have a range of transferrable skills for learning life and work including: communication; collaboration 

and critical thinking  

• Students who are capable of making informed decisions 

 

Implementation 

Our curriculum promotes spiritual, moral, social, cultural, mental and physical development alongside preparing our 

students for the next stage of their education.  

 

The curriculum offer is based around a number of pathways to give students the best ‘fit for purpose’ and curriculum offer 

to suit their future ambitions and aspirations. Each pathway is outlined as: 

 

• KS4 Orwell Pathway – The Orwell Pathway is designed for students who may benefit from a more practical 

approach to education. Duke of Edinburgh (DoE) is part of their curriculum where they have the opportunity to 

achieve Gold, Silver and Bronze DoE Award and a number of AQA Entry Level 1, 2,and 3 certificates. They 

participate in off-site activities to focus on their personal development, behaviour and attitudes. While on site they 

focus on achieving Level 1 Functional Skills qualifications in English and maths as well as AQA Unit Awards for PSHE, 

PE and science.  

• KS4 Fleming Pathway - The Fleming Pathway is designed for students who aspire to attain 5 or more GCSEs and 

generally vocational qualifications. They will have the option to choose three vocational subjects such as motor 

mechanics, child development, and PE at GCSE, Level 1 and 2 and Functional Skills levels. They will also focus on 

Functional Skills Level 1 English, maths and GCSE Entry Level Certificate Double Award science as well as GCSE 

English Language, maths and science (biology).  

• KS4 Wilberforce Pathway - he Wilberforce Pathway is designed for students that aspire to attain 5 or more GCSEs 

and generally academic qualifications. They will have the option to choose three academic subjects such as English 

Literature, citizenship, history, and combined science at GCSE level as well as focusing on GCSE English, maths and 
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science (biology). They will also have the opportunity to attain an additional GCSE in English (Cambridge iGCSE 

English Language). The aim of the Wilberforce Pathway is to have the student (PEX) reintegrated after 6 weeks.  

• KS3 Seymour Pathway - The Seymour Pathway is designed for students who may benefit from a thematic and 

practical approach to education in conjunction with their academic subjects. There will be a focus on attaining an 

Entry Level Certificate (ELC) in Step up to English Silver, ELC 3 and 2 in maths and a single level award ELC in 

science. Some students may access the EP and have the opportunity to return to a mainstream setting with support 

after qualifying for an EHCP.  

• KS3 Harrison Pathway - The Harrison Pathway is designed for students who have aspirations to return to 

mainstream quickly and may require less ‘interventions’. There will be a focus on achieving ELC Step up to English 

Gold, ELC level 1 and 2 certificate in maths and a double award ELC in science. The aim for the Harrison Pathway is 

to have the student (PEX) reintegrated after 6 weeks 

 

*All students regardless of pathway have an opportunity to return to a mainstream setting unless they arrive after the 

Autumn Term in year 11  

*All pathways have at least 1 PSHE/RSE and PE lesson per week to enhance their personal development, behaviour and 

attitudes  

*All pathways are not exclusive or limited to the above qualifications outlined in each pathway. In some cases a bespoke 

curriculum that compliments each separate pathway can be designed to meet the individual needs of the student. All 

students have the opportunity to achieve outcomes and qualifications that include GCSE, Functional Skills and Unit Awards 

regardless of their pathway.  

  

At Key stage 3 our curriculum has been designed to mirror, to an extent, that of the national curriculum of a mainstream 

school. This has been implemented to give our students confidence if they should return to mainstream. 

Subjects KS3 study are: 

1. English 

2. Mathematics 

3. PSHE 

4. Science 

5. Humanities 

6. PE 

7. Extended Learning Curriculum (ELC) every Friday afternoon. 

 

We have personalised the curriculum for our students so that the national curriculum is engaging, fun and accessible for 

them. It enables our students to feel confident in their learning and aid a successful return to mainstream school. 

We also recognise that our young people need rich learning experiences in a range of contexts that re-engage them. For 

this reason, we deliver enrichment programs include, outdoor activities, physical activities and trips and visits in the 

community – the aims of these alternative learning experiences is to build our students, confidence, team negotiation skills 

and communication skills, to name just a few. 

Equally, at KS4, students study a broad and balanced curriculum. Subjects they study are: 

1. English Language – reading, writing, speaking and listening  

2. Mathematics  

3. Science (biology) and combined science 

4. PSHE 

5. PE 

6. English Literature 

7. Child Development 

8. Mechanics 

9. History 

10. Citizenship 
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11. Duke of Edinburgh 

12. Extended Learning Curriculum (ELC) every Friday afternoon. 

 

Each of these subjects are pitched at GCSE, functional skills and unit award levels. This ensures that all students have access 

to achieve in all areas of the curriculum regardless of ability. The school regularly monitors the curriculum as part of its 

ongoing self-evaluation. Overtime the curriculum and student pathways are subject to change. The ELC is delivered every 

Friday afternoon and allows students to gain qualifications/unit awards for a range of subjects including cooking, sports 

coaching, languages and ICT. 

 

Each area of our curriculum areas is led by a competent teacher (or teachers), who is responsible for the subject statements, 

resources and curriculum. They design the curriculum following National Curriculum expectations, whilst considering the 

needs of our students. They map out both long-term and mid-term plans, ensure its implementation and monitor the 

teaching, learning and assessment of their subject to ensure that the intended impact is achieved. The curriculum mapping 

also ensures that all steps of progress can be seen across half terms and year groups. Training, support and guidance is 

provided from SLT to ensure all teachers are confident to deliver the set curriculum. Please see individual subject statements 

for further information.  

 

All teachers are responsible for planning, teaching and assessing each class in their individual subjects. They ensure they 

plan the curriculum for their students accordingly:  

• The curriculum is planned thoroughly, starting with the students’ current knowledge and skills, so that real progress 

can be made and measured.  

• Student’s prior knowledge is assessed at the outset of each topic and learning planned accordingly.  

• On-going AFL ensures the learning is built upon week by week.  

• Further details of assessment procedures for individual subjects can be found in subject statements and the marking 

policy.  

 

At TSH, we pride ourselves on the consistent approach to teaching and learning that can be observed across all both key 

stages. This is achieved through our commitment to CPD and evidenced through the Teacher Evaluation Schedule. 

Expectations of staff and students are high, resulting in consistent progress across both key stages. There is a universal 

understanding of what outstanding teaching, learning and assessment should entail. These strategies are consistently used 

throughout school and it is the expectation of leadership that all lessons will include a variety of these to enable learners to 

reach their full potential. Active learning is essential in all aspects of the lesson. All staff use the same terminology so that 

learners develop a knowledge and understanding of the different ways they learn.  

 

At TSH, we believe outstanding teaching, learning and assessment must include the following:  

1. Challenge for all  

2. Collaborative learning  

3. Assessment for learning  

4. Questioning  

5. Progression within lessons and books  

6. Learning behaviours  

 
Impact  
The effectiveness of our curriculum will be measured by how well our students develop knowledge and skills across the 

curriculum and, ultimately, how well they achieve. This may be reflected in results from national tests but also, in some cases, 

by the personal progress made by an individual.  

If every student has become the very best they can possibly be, and they are well prepared for the next stage of their lives 

by the time they leave The Skills Hub, we will be confident our curriculum has been fit for purpose. 

 

 


